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Primer

There was an actual noise, 
something I will never hear, 
and then, I am told, she died.

This is the only 
important part of the poem: that 
which prepares us

—primer—

the thing dividing 
what-had-been 
from what-would-be,

or the moment the soul 
alights from the body 
like a great cliché: not 

physical—not precisely
a religious experience 
either, but a knowing 

reinforced by the absence 
of a body: an erasure, and then, 
a vacuum: a space 

where there could have been 
more than a body fallen, 
a body fallen from. 
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Poem With You Drinking a Cup of Coffee

This poem has no occasion.
I edited that out a long time ago. 
It, like a body, or like a memory,
has rebuilt itself over time: 

each of its component parts 
have been exchanged for newer, 
more efficient ones, so that now, 
when I overhear someone 

saying the word “coffee,” 
you are drinking a cup of coffee. 
Input the output, ad infinitum: 
I have become so efficient, 

I have even learned 
to grieve formulaically, 
while the function of your absence 
has grown less and less 

integral to my algorithm: you 
aren’t even you anymore. 
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